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ConliTBRonsPac?leet
o/0 Pleet Post Offiee
San Franeisco, California

30 August 1945,

Dear Orems

This is another ons of these thank you notes to thank you for the two copies
of the United States News which you sent me and which eontained information eone
cerning the various eonferences which our Nation has attended,

I am a subseriber to the United States News and yet, in recent months, I
have not only not received my subscriptions, but I have not received these special
issues which you kindly sent ms, It is pessible that my subseription has rum out,
but I have received no notification in recent months if that is so, I think that
the United States News is a very fine magasine, and I have subscribed to it since
those early days when it was simply a small newspaper, I hops that, after the war,
it will be in sufficient demand to maintain its life,

Things have changed very considerably out here because, with ths war over,
there is e certain amount of relaxing with everyone, It is not a question of
bravery or lack of bravery, but any one who is in a dangerous area can not fail
to have, within himself, some feeling of possible danger to himself, even though
be doesntt think of it and doesn't realige that he has such a feeling, Howsver,
many peopls have told me that they have felt quite a let down, and I imagine that
that is the answer, )

I am still here at Leyte waiting until some final decision hag been made
ooncerning my boats for future use, although I, personally, think that they will
be and should be deccmmissioned and, in many cases, destroyed as of no further
value to the Nation,

" There is oonsidersble interest among everyons here concerning demobilisation,
and I would say, from the attitude of everyons, that the present demobilisation
plan is sound, On board ship I have had quite a mmber of the men say that they
weren't too excited about getting back home yet becsuse they had made plans and
had expected to be out here at least one year more, Therefore, they said, to
remain a few months without any danger whatsoever was, to them, quite a simple
thing, and they were reconciled to it, I believe that most of the adverse
comments noted came from the people at home who wanted their sors and husbands
home, rather than from the men cut here, As a matter of fact, many of the men
“here would like to go imto the Occupation forces, at least for a while, bescause

to do so is a great honor,

I haven't yet heard from Admiral Giffen, but I see that he has besen made
Commander Service Forces, Atlantie, so I presume that my letter to him has gone
the way of all flesh, and may get to him soms day and, also, may not, I have
not yet, for sxample, received all of my Christmas mail, Things have been sent
to me, one of which was this famed book "Forever Amber®", and I have never
received them at all, I am not criticising the mail deliveries in the Pacifis
at all, as I think that they have done a very remarksble job in getting mail te




. ‘ .

us, We received a considerable amount of mail, particularly air mail, during
the Okinawa battles, which was very pleasing to everyons, My difficulty is
that I have changed my address in the past year from the Mimmeapolis to
CinCPac Staff, to the Louisville, to the California, to the Tennessee, to Come
MTBRonasPacFlset, and the mail is laboriously satching up with me, Now, should
I happen to go to Japan, I don?t know if I will ever get that which is due me,

I know that you, as Flag Secretary, have been very helpful to Admiral
King, and I want to take this oppertunity of telling you so, I wrote an
officer on Admiral Nimitz! Staff the other day that an aide can be of great
value or can be a hindrange to his commander, and I have no doubt but that,
in your ease, the former has besn very much in evidence,

As a final "aloha" to you, I want to extend for the forces aflost, to
you and to your Staff, and this includes the Wave Lieutenant Wadsworth who
looked out for me when I was there, and the red haired Miss Stevens who did
my stenography for me, our deep appreciation of their labors, and to assure
them that their work there contributed far more heavily toward victory than

they would imagine,
Many thanks sgain for your thoughts of me, With best regards, as
always,
Very sincerely yours,

Captain Howard E, Orem, USKR
CominCh Staff

Ravy Department
Washington, 25, D, C,
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30 August 1945,

Dear Spike:

I cannot begin to tell you how gratified' I was when I received
a lstter the other day from you, which aanounced that you had awarded
medals and commendation ribbons to the officers and men of the MINKEAPOLIS,
somewhat as I had recommended, I honestly feel that every officer.and ‘
man nominated by me for an award thoroughly dessrved it and, therefore,
your interest in pushing through the awards is very much appreciated,

In this oconnection I should 1ike to bring up another matter concerne
ing the MINKEAPOLIS for a moment, About one month ago I sent you a

lotter by special messsenger suggesting that the HINNEAFOLIS be rece
omnended for a Presidential Citation rather than for s Navy Unit Citation,
The enclosed listing will indicate most of the operations in which she
served and you can see from them that she did a herolc part in this war,
I realize that you are very busy and that the MINNEAFQOLIS does not loom
up very large in your affairs at mresent, tut if and when you get the
time, you will advise me concerning her, I should apmreciate it,

Pranfly, she should receive some award; probsbly with mare right than
almost any other ship ~- although it is quite possible that the FORTLAND

has an equal right,

Now that the war is over, I want to agaln congratulate yeu on
your share in the victory., There can be no doubt but that your work
in the Burean of Ordnance has paid enormous dividends towards victory
and, I think, there is little doubt but that you will go down in the
annals, as probably the zost able Chief of the Bureau of Ordnante in all

of its histary,.

Likewise, your work in the Amphidious Farces, if Okinawa is any
criterion, indicated to everyone your natural ability as a Commander,
1 wrote you about this bdefore and, if you don't mind repitition, I say
again that I thought your wark in that last campaign was "Damned well
done".

I noted, in looking over the letter which I sent you, that I had
r

made the statement there that Admiral Deyo asked me to run things for
him, That, of course, is not entirely true, Admiral Deyo ran his own
show and ran it quite well, He asked me to run his Staff and to advise
him in view of my knowledge and experience gainsed through two years ef
combat,

He recommended e for a Lagion of Yerit and stated the above in his
citation - a copy of which he sent tc me, It was nice of him to rece.
ommend me and I shall be glad to get it, should it be approved, for
Oldmnwas_t.%. As I was only serving with Admiral Deyo in a tempore-
ary status, I have no doubt but that he felt that I was entitled to

recognition. I hope that you agree,




30 August 1945,

Nany thanks again for your kindness n looking out for the
MINKEAFOLIS awards, and with congratulai....s again in your omn contrie
bution towards our vistory over the Japs, I am as ever,

Very Sincerely Yours,

N

Rear Admiral ¥, H, P, Blandy, USN
Commander Cruisers and Destroyers
¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, Califarnia




7 Decesbor 1941 «

February 1942 =
10 ¥arch 1942 =

L~7 Yoy 1542 -

3e8 June 1942 -

7 August 1942 «
23«25 August 1942 «
31 August 1942 -

Off Pearls made two trips L2 Wake Island, 15 Decunber and
2, Decerber, Recalled i‘rom second L¥ipe

Bougainville strike, Got one plane,
Screened carriers in raid on las and Salamaua,

Battle of the Caral Sea, Credited with four planes, Sescusd
lexingion survivors.. .

Battle of Mdway = screened carriers,
Original landing on Guadalcanal, supported carriers,
Battle of Ezstern Solomons,

Witk Saratoga on second torpedoing, Towed while carrier
launched planes,

12=12 September 1942 « First reinforecesent of Guadaleanal,

20 October 1942 =

Occupation of Funafuti,

30 Nov. 1 Dec, 1942 « Battle of Tessafaronga, Flagship of force that turmed back final

5=6 October 1943 =

20 Noverber 1943 =
4~5 Dececber 1943 =

30 Jan 5 Feb 1944 =

16 Pebruary 1944 -

Jap landing attempt against GCusadalcanal, Tock two torpede hits
- axcellent damage control saved ship when it appeared to.be

ainld.ng. Kept main battery firing after ship was badly dacaged,

Numerous hits on 2 targets, cne of which, a transport, sank,

Bombardmen. of Wake Island, Received moderate return fire and
was straddled, ’ '

Fumished {ire support during invasion of Kakin Island,

AA Action arainst many torpedc planes off Kwajalsin, Minneapolis
was part of carrier foroe, did not claim any planes., Attack
lasted for many hours. lexington torpedosd, ”

Bombardment of Taroa Island and . ariicipatiqn in securing
Ewajalein, ldnneapolis received moderete reiurn fire at Tareas,
and was etraddied, Also received iire at Ingebl lsland,
(Ewajalein group)s Silenced with 8" and 5" batteries., Protect=
ed the San Franclisco and the Franks, both w.der fire,

Pirst Truk raid and subsecuent surface engagerent, Sank with gune
fire one Jap CL and one DD, sssisted by Iocwa, and New Crleans,
Two other small eraft were also destroyed by Ue.S. Shira. .
Minneapoils wes under gun fire from Cruiser from where she was
forced to Lake evasive sction to avoid two enemy torpedoes which
passed very close, She was also under rinor ailr attack,




2«22 February 1944 « AA Actions near #estern Marshalls and ¥arianas, itmneapolis
possibly shot <own one plane. Participated in carrier raid

on Saipan and Tintian,
29«31 Earch 1944 « AA Actions near Palau during carrier raid,

22 Aprdl 194, - Screened Fast Carrier Force supporting landings at Humboldt -
B'&y'

30 Apu"!l 195} - Bombardment of Satawan,
Upml5 June 1944 = Furnished fire support during invasion of Tinian,
15 June 1944 - A Action off Guam, No planes desiroyed by kilnmeapolis.

19 June 1944 « Susiained near miss during sir attacks near Guam, kinneapolis
believed to have shot down two plgnea for sure.

1«8 Sugust 1944 - Furnished fire support during Guam invasion,
12«26 Septezber 1944 = Furnished Fire Suppert during invasion of Palau,

18«2/, Cetober 1944 = PFurnished Fire Support during invasion of Leyte,
(Ensountered enexy suicide attacks),

20028 October 194, = Varicus AA Acticns in Leyte Culf,

2Um25 October 1944 =  Surface Action in Suripao Stratt, Minneapolis reported scoring
hits on several targets and was under fire of one a8pparent Jap BB,

6-26 dJanuary 1945 -  Furnished fire support and acted as covering fire during occupae
tion of lingayen. (Encountered enemy suicide attacks),

21 March e «  Occupation of Ckinawa (Encountered guicide planes),




L I @
1 September 1945,

Dear Dick:

Your letter of a few days ago was rec :-v.d in due time and I was very
glad to hear from you and to know that every.ning is well with you.

I was quite interested to hear what you had to say about remaining
in the Army Air Force or getting out of it, I agree with you that it is
a matter that you alone can solve, However, I may be able to give you
some advice which may help you in making your decision, In giving you
this advice I want you to know that I think that the reason you can't
think of anything that you want to do is pupe fatigue., You are tired
from the strain of flyingz and, until the strain has worn off, you will
_8till find most thoughts uninteresting.

In the first place, I went over to Lhe Thirteenth Air Force and saw
Colonel Leuhman, the Chief of Staff, and some Major who was Gel, I told
the Major what rumors were flying around your Base at Palawan and he
said that they were not correct, He said that, even thcugh you did sign,
you would not be granted sixty days in the States or even thirty days;
but would, instead, be kept out here for the present, He said that you
did not have enocugh points to go home and that they did not plan to sen
anyone with your limited number of points back to.he States. .

He also said that there was & movement underway to ascertain the
numnber of airmen that wished to remain in the Army after the war and
that 211 officers were now being requested to indicate whether they wish
to remain or to get out, Once an officer has submitted a statement in
this regard, his Unit Commander indicates on it whether he thinks that
the officer concerned should or should not be chosen to remain in the
Service, In other words, should you request that you be allowed to remain
in, your Unit Commander might recommend disapproval of your reguest; or
should you recuest not to stay in, your Unit Commander might recommend
that your request be disapproved and that you be retained in the Army.
Your papers would then be forwarded to the Thirteenth Air Force Head-
quarters for screening by a board there, and then to Washington for a

final screening.

You are in a very ticklish situation. You are engaged to be married,
you haven't fully finished college, you don't know whether or not you
want to remain in the Alr Force « or whether the Army will retain you if
you want to stay, and, finally, you realize that if you do get out of
the Service you will have to make some very seriocus decisions almost

irmediately. .

You know that if you go home you will probably be married right
away, Should you remain in the Army Air Force that would be all right,
But if the Army won't take you, and you are married, what are you goling

to do then?
I think that if you don't remain in the Army, you would be smart

-] -




1 Septexber 1945.

to complete your education because today ner 1y everyone is beinz educated.
This is especially so now because the Gov.r:.».nt is going to help out,

The result of this will probably dbe that , >b. #4ll be difficult to

obtain unless cne has had an adecuate educat.on, 8o, you must eonsider
that, if you don't remain in the Army Air Force, you should go back to
College, Otherwise, you may have to accept some relatively unimportant
job in which you may find difficulty in advancing because of the heavy
corpetition you will meet from others who have completed their education.

All of the above adds up to this «= you must first make a decision
as to whether or not.you wish to remain in the Army, Having made that
decision the rest becomes easy or hard depending on what your choice is,
Should you desire to remain in the Army and should the Army want you,
you will probably be re-educated by the Army, reassigned another rank,
although in this case it will probably be what you have now, and your
future will be reascnably smooth., On the other hand, should you not desire
to remain in the Army or should the Army not desire to keep you, yeu
shonld, in my mind, go back to College and finish your course there.

The Covernment will, I think, provide $60 per month and the necessary
collegiate tuition, ’

Whether you get married or not is a matter between you and your
father, and your bride and her father,

It may be helpful for you to know that the G-l Major said he thought
you would be smart to put in for the Army Air Force now, for if you get
it, you could probably quit later should you want to, but if you quit
now you may never get another chance.

I am still where I was before so, if you get down this way, come and
see me as I think my chances of getting to Japan are not very great at the
present writing, However, in any cass, don't come until the end of next
week as I may have to make a trip South for a few days.

with best wishes to you and with congratulations on your share in
the war -~ for 28 missions agcainst the enemy are not to be sneezed ai «=

I am as ever,

Your Affectionate Uncle,

Second lieutenant Richard J. Bates, T-4021
69th Bomb Squadron ()

APO 719, Unit 1

C/0 Postmaster

San Prancisco, California




MOTOR TORFEDO BOAT SQUADRCONS FACIFIC FLEST
0ffice of the Commander

' 7 September 1945,

Dear Searles:

Trere is a relief on route for you somevhere who will presently be
in Oldnaws, At last reports it was alated to be Lisutenant Commander
Frank B, Gass. TWhether he will finally relieve you or not I do net lmow,
as the question of points enters and it is possible that he has adequate
points, slthough not probable, However, on the presumption that he will
be there to relieve you, I am writing this note to bid you "aloha” should

you go,

I wvant you to know that I am very pleased with what you have accomp=
- 1ished at Okinawa and the Ryukyus. I don't believe that anyone could
have done any better than you seem to have done, and very probably not
quite so well, The work of Squadron 31 in the Ryukyus Area has been
firsteclass and has maintained thoroughly the high standard which the
Motor Torpedo Boats have attained in many other areas, I think that you -
have every right to be proud of your performance up there and I have
received with satisfaction your commendations frem the various Commands
which you have suprorted, All of them indicate what everycne has long
known - that J, M, Searles is a fine fighting man,

I have been so satisfied with what I have known of the liotor Torpedo
Boat Fleet, although I have not had too much to do with it, that I sent
out a measage of appreciation on the day of the signing of the treaty of
peace on the :ISSOURI, I hops that your Command has received it bat
there seems to be so much difficulty in commnicating that it 1s cuite
possible that you have not, I, therefore, am recuesting the First Lisuten-
-ant of the PORTUNUS, who is here, to take you back a copy of it for pube
lication to your Command,

I should like very much to be up there with you and I had hoped
to be there but the rebuilding of my Flagship was so delayed, and the
situation to the North developed so slowly, that I was forced to remain
here where I am and where I will probably remain until we arrive at a
deciaion as to the diasposition of our Fleet,

Once again I want to say good bye, if I don't see you, and should
you go out of the Navy I desire at this time to thank you very much for
your able and efficient service to the Flag,

Very Sincerely Ycurs,

R, i, BATES,
Lieut, Comdre, Jd. Searles, USKR ° 9 Uk
Squadron Commander
¥otor Torpedo Boat Squadron THIRTY ONE
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Franciseo, California,




HOTOR TORPEDC BOA. SQUADRONS PACIFIC FIEET
Office of the Commander,

' 7 September 1945,
MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN PARKFR

1. This memorandum will serve to introduce to you Lieutenant
Commander J, S, Bonte, USNR, Operations Officer of my Staff, I am send-
ing him to you to discuss with you the status of the historical problem
recently presented to me as Commander Motor Torpedo Boat Squadrons Pacific

Fleet,

24 So far as I know there is absclutely no history written
to date on the Motor Torpedo Boats, although from time to time narratives
havs appeared in the press of the type "They Were Expendable®”,

3, I have received a letter from Admiral Kalbfus in which he
states he is handling &ll of my historical problems in Washington and has
indicated that all that he requires from me is a final review of the
narrative, Lieutenant Commander Bonte is carrying with him this_corres-
pondence and I hope that you will have time to look at it and advise him,

b My flagship is the ACONTIUS,as you perhaps know, and I
have had the files transferred here from Bougainville, the previous
headquarters, The only files which arrived are those beginning 1 January
1944. I do not know where the remaining PacFleet files are and I am
asking lieutenant Commander Bente to stop at the CYRENE, the flagship
of the Commander Motor Torpedo Boat Squadrons Philippine Sea Frontier, to
sce 1f he has any knowledgze of these filea and the atatus of these files,
Also, lLleutenant Commander Bonte is to investigate at Pearl to see whether

any of the files are there,

5e No history can be written without files, THe amount of
fighting, etc., done by PacFleet has been limited since about May 1944.
As you know, most of PacFleet was transferred to the SoWes Pacific for
combat in that area and the Seventh Flecet took over the load,

6. This Command was reactivated in May of 1945 and there is
a completely new Staff on board with the exception of the Supply Officer,
Iieutenant Everest, None of the officers have any knowledge of the
location of the files, nor of the operations which PacFleet undertook,
except from the lirmited viewpoint of their own Squadron,

7. I am very anxious to know exactly what I am supposed to do
in the light of all of this correspondence, and I ask you the same -uestion
that I asked Admiral Kalbfus "Am I right in assuming that the history
of the PT boats is a.dequately covered and requires nothing from me
excepting advice on occasions"”,

8. I have not as yet located any historians in the PacFlest
because most of the officers are 25 or younger and there seems to be no
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KEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN PARKER

.-‘--ﬁ--“-‘-‘-----“----‘--‘-‘-“---‘-.

historians among them, Commander Buckley seems to be the lone newspaper-
man among them and he is in the Philippine Sea Frontier.

9. You will note that Admiral Kalbfus refers to the Adminise
trative History, the Operational History and a Popular Story of the
Motor Torpedo Boats, There i1s no difference in Admiral Kalbfus! mind
between the Motor Torpedo Boats of the Seventh Fleet and those of the
PacFleet, I am the Type Commander for both fleets,

10, I hate to bs a nuisance to you or to unduly load you with
8 lot of questions which may seem simple to you, but from here at this
end they do not seem simple at all as my letter to you plainly indicates.
With warmest personal regards 1 am, as ever,

Very sincerely vours,

Captain Ro c. Pﬂ!‘ker, USN (Rata)
Staff ~ CinCPac

¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, California,




MOTCR 'TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PAGIFIC FLEET
Office of the Commander,

7 September 1945,

Dear Hamachek:

As I signed your papers this afternoon which were to release you
from active service, I had a distinct teeling of regret that. the Navy
was to lose your services, )

I have watched the progress of Squadron 39 since the arrival of
the first four boats in this area and I have noted with interest the
high degree of efficiency and the eagerness for combat which the
perscnnel of each boat and division maintained,

I know that you regret that you did not have an opportunity to
lead this fine Squadron of yours into battle, but I think that we
both agree that it is better that such combat did not occur, as there
is 1ittle doubt but that some of your boys would not have returned.

I want to thank you very much for your loyalty and devotion to
the job at hand and I know that had you met the enemy, Squadron 39
would have displayed the fine characteristics of its Commander,

In bidding you good bye I wish you all happiness in the future
and I want to thank you personally for your able and efficient
gervice to the Flag.

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES,
Commodors, USN,

I1ieutenant Russell E, Hamachek
Squadron Commander

Hotor Torpedo Boat Sguadron TRIR’IY-NI&E
¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, Callfornia
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KOTOR TORPEDQ BOAT SJUADRONS PACIFIC FLEET
Office of the Commander

8 September 1945,

Dear Adniral Ingram:

Now that the war is completely over and the Japanesge seerm to be
behaving themselves, I am taking this opportunity of writing a letter
to one whom, I think, hee had considerable to do with ocur vietory in

this war on both oceans,

Kany years ago, when I was = young Midshipman endsavering to play
football, there was a young Assistant Coach who had the high regerd
. and respect of the entire Brigade of Midshipmen, That young Assistant
Coach was none other than yourself and I can well remember your yelling
to me "Co get 'em, little fellow®, We were all devoted to you,

Much has happened in the world .zince then, not the least of which
was, of course, our second World War where you burst into the limelight
with a resounding erash as Vice Admiral in the South Atlam ic, You
enjoyed remarkable success there and to show yau how delighted people
were with your handling of that situation, I have heard many officers
say that you persomally kept Scuth America in line and that you used
to "Slap President Vargas of Brazil on the back like any other good

fellow®,

After your suecess in South America you were browght North to
relieve Adniral Ingersoll -and assume the four stars of Commarder in
Chief Atlantic Fleet. Thers you had the great responsibility of
completing the war in the Atlantic with all its atiendent enormous
resporsibi lities, and the Navy knows th=t there, as well as in the
South Atlantic, you excelled,

I know that you would hove liked to care into the Pacific to
fight here with us and I have no doubt but that, had you come, the
remarkasble successes which ycu had in the Atlantie would have been
paralleled in the Pacific, However, it wasn't the will of the Nation
that you should do so becsuse you happesned to be one of those who
were indispensable where you were,

A lot of the success that we have achieved in the Pacific can be
traced directly to your success in the Aldantics I think that you
can fully feel that we in the Pacific realize our debt Lo you and to

your Command,

I personally feel very proud that I have known you these many years




8 September 1945,

and I feel that I would be disloyal to myself if I did not write
you, as I have, to -express to you our appreciation of your aceorplishe
ment g, '

With warmest regards, I am,

Very sincercdly yours,

K. W. BAIES,

Adrdral Jonas H. Ingram, USN
Commarnder in Chief Atlantic Fleet
¢/o Mleet Post Office

New York City
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MOTOR TORPEDO BOUAT SCUADRCNS ‘PACIFIC FLEET
Cffice of the Commander,

8 September 1945.

Dear Admiral Hoover:

Now that the war is finaliy over and demotilization is under way,
I want to seize this opportunity of writing to you to let you know how
we, in the service, feel in the Pacific of what you have accomplished
in both oceans, We know that in the Atlantic, and in the Caribbean in
particular, you demonstrated very high cualities of commend, You
eontrolled the eituation in that ares with,firm hand and you demonstrated
to 811 povers and, particularly to the Vichy French, that the United
States, and Johnny Hoover in particular,were running the show in that

area,

After your successes in diplamatic, as well as in military matlers,
in the Caribbean Aprea, you very courageously gave up your third star and
came into the Pacific merely to seek actions All of us, at sea, were
hoping and expected that you would be given cantend of one of the Carrier
Task Forces because of your welleknomi atiliv in command end in the
knowledge of air, -However, your ability in the Caribbean wes too well
knowm in the Pacific to perzdt you to obtezin such an assignment, Instead,
you were made Commander of Alr in the forword areas and there, with your
aireraft, you softened the wey so that the Fleet mi-ht move ahead safely.
Ko .one has excelled you in this iype of warfare,

Finally, you became Commander of the Harianas Area where you contine
ued to show the hirh administralive and combative qu:lities which have
ever bcen assoclated witll your name, From the Marianas you returned to
Pearl to assums the duties which you now hold as Deputy Commander~ine
Chief Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas.

I cannot begin to tell you of the high rerard with which my fellow
officers and I hold you, and of our appreciation of everything that
you hove done to help us in the surface ships, to accomplish our objece-
tives with minimum cost. I am wriuving this to you so that you, who
wanted to be at sea, will know thot those of us at sea have felt that you
were st sea with us. If @ subordinate may say so, yours has been a
dif ficult task nobly done,

With warmest regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES

Vice Admiral J. He Hoover
staff « CinCFac

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Califomia
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HOTOR TORFPEDO BOAT SQUADRORS PACIFIC PLREET
Office of the Coomander

10 September 1945

1, I am sending to you via my Enginsering Officer, Iieutenant
Commnder Colvin, USYN, ny reply to Commander in Chief, U.S, Pacific Fleet
dispatch conserning the decosmissioning of the PT Fleet, I am sorry if
I sppear to have delayed on this reply tut I can agsure you that I have
not done so. As an example, anticipating this request of ysurs, I
endeavored, before Admiral Esuffman went on leave, to obtain from him his
requirements should the Japansse surrender, He wrote me a letter and said
that he had no idea, and it wmasn't until after he had returned from leave
in Washington and had held his conference in Manila, i4~5 September 1945,
that I was able to obtain his answer. Other answers have been equally
difficult to obtain,

2, Tou will nots I have received no reply, um;fmtho
Ryukyus and I have just this moment heard from ComidrPac, I have, therefors,
to save tims, forwarded the report incomplete in this regard.

3. The report is possibly slightly thicker than you hed hoped,
but without information it is diffieult for me to recommend the disposition
of a fleet which cost about §150,000,000, I have, therefors, presented
3 proposals and if you have the informatien there you will be able to mke
the decision that you wish or, not having that, X rresume you will forward
the report to Washington.

he I have tried to make the report complete so that you and
your technical people may take asction immedistely, if you so desire,

With best regards,

Commodore Jo B. m’ USN
CinCPag - Adv

o/o Flest Post Office

San Franeisco, California
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MOTOR TOEFIDO ROAT SQUADRCNS PACIFIC FLEET
0ffice of ithe Commander

10- September 1545

Dear Holmes:

With the war at an end cnd with your of fice abcut ‘o be moved
from Cunm to Pearl and with the possibility that ;ov nmar have chosen
to return to the hinterlaond, I tiousht I would drop you a note to
thank you for 2ll of your kindnesses to re duving the years in which
you functiomed as CinCPac's personnel Officer,

Yours is generzlly what is known as a difficult assigrwent
and the proper handliny of it has 8 great deal to do with the morale
of many - officers in particular -~ passing through Pearl or Cuan
either way, It takes the patience of a Job, the diplomacy of 2
Disraell, the courage of a Cid and ine humor end common sense of a
Will Rogers, tc produce a satisfaciory result, :iou are one of the
few people that I know who could perform as adequately as you have
without incurring hate or rancor and so I congratulate you for yvour

achieverents in this regpard,

I remember when I was last over in Guam that you indicated at
that time that it was your plan to seek & retum to civilian life
when you could, so this letter is to wish you, should you choose that
assignment, similar happriness and suwcess to that which you have
achieved under the Flag of your €ountry,

With warmest psrsonal regards I am, as ever

Very sincerely yours,

R. W, BATTS,
Commodore, USN.

cmder W. H& Ib]-ms, Uggh
Personnel Cfficer (Staff) CinCPac~Adv
¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, California




. MOTOR TORFEID BOAT SQUADR(NS PACIFIC FLEET
Office of the Commander

11 September 1945.

Doar Holmest

. Since writing you a letter I discovered that I would have to write you
again because it appears that the fitnssa report, which I hed supposed was
subnitted by idmiral Mimitz for tre pericd from May 30, 1944 to Septemder 16,
1944, was either never submitted or has been lost en route to o in the Depart-
ment, I have today forwarded an official leitter to the Commander-in<Chief
UeSe Pacific Fleet asking th:t the report be submitted. I should appreciate
~ your interest if you would léck into this proposition far me to see what has
gne wrong, as I remenber that last February CinCPac was requested to f1ill this

report out,

You may not know it, but when I went to rashington in February I discovered,
 to my astonishment, that my reccrd was before a so-called Nominztion Board, and
on retrieving it from the Board and looking at it, I discovered that it lacked

any fitness reports or special lelters for combat service, and =11 of the
dispatches which had been sent by Admiral Oldendorf and Admiral Nimivg to
Washington emcerning me for the period 30 May 194 to 1 March 1545, If selec~
tiom to Rear Admiral is based on records my chance under these conditions is,
and hss bcen, zero, I tried to have my record straightened ocut, before I '
left %ashinston, and I suceeeded, in that I discovered in the files of the
Sommunic-tion Office, some of the dispatches = all of which were favorable to
me - tut I didn't discover all of them, The ones I found I placed in the
record, Admiral Bieri stated that he did not recall seeing any of them,

Now to my surprise, I find thet the fitness report recussted at the time
from Admiral Nimits ie lacking, If Admiral Mimitz is fawrable to me, ard,
at the time I went to Washington I assumed that he was, such a report would
have been of great value, particularly in view of the circumsiances of ny
om cese, Now I discover that, either it wasn't made o or that it has

been lost in the Department somewhere.

May I ask your assistance in this matier so that my record ray be {inally
completed and so that I may st least hove the pleasure of having a fitness
report signed "C, %. Nimitg" in my jacket.

With best regards I am, as ever

Very gincerely vours,

Conrodore, USH.

Conmander W, M, Holues, USKR
Personnel Officer (Staff) CinCPac-Adv
¢/o Mleet Post Office

San Francisco, California
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Finally the SEVENTH Fleet did just exasctly as I forecast.
award the Distingushed Service liedal recommended

gave me a Gold Star in lieu of a second Legion of
esting reconsideration,

dorf's, which constantly met the eneay in deadly battle and which, in the last
two opsrations, lost about 15,000 men, to an opsration such as the Borneo Show

vhers there was no gunfire against the shipping and no plane or submarine ate
Commanders of those units are getting

orming a peacetime evolution,

to you and I don't want this lstter spread

to realiss the importancs of the work that

you have done as Flag Secretary for a fighting Admiral and I want you to feel,
with me, that we astually accomplished s grest dea) towards vistory; whatever
peopls, in mich more sscurs positions as regards conflict with the enmmy, may

It is hard for people not in combat to realise the serious nature of ocom-
bat or the sericus and vital decisions that mst be constantly made in order
to insure victory, to cuote my owm motto "at minimum cost and in minisum time®,

With warmsst regards I am, as over
Very sincerely yours,

Re. W. BATES
Commodore, USN,

1ieutenant (3g) W. H. Duffy
Staff « ComBatRonOne

c/o Mleet Post Office

San Francisco, California




S e
12 September 1945.

Dear Haryly:

I have owed you & letier for some time but because of many difficulties
I have not found myself 4in a mood to write to you adequately, Besides,
before I wrote you, I wanted tc have made an inspection of your Plant in

Kanila go that I eould tell you what I thought of it

In the first pl\m now the war 18 over I want to congratulate you upon
the share that your son "Wy" played in it, He is a fine eithusiastic young
fellow and I have always understood that he had done very well on his battle~
ship, There are very few officers in the Navy who underwent 3 separate
eneny hits by air and torpedo and the fact that he has survived with his
usual good humor shows, not only the resilience of youth, but also a sturdy
background inherited by him from his father and mother. [This latter heritage
shows up very often very well under stress of enemy attacke I have personally,
as you know, watehed young Wyman grow from the twinkle in his daddy's eye
to the full-fledged fighting man that he is today and, although I had nothe
ing to do with his upbringing or trainiug, I think that he has been a distinct
eredit to those who did and I am a littls jealous of their success. I
particularly like his devotion to his sister whom he said e would rather
recoive mail from than any other feminine friend. All of this re ts
mest favorably upon you and big Wyman because faxmily happiness cafi only be

achieved through family understanding,

I know that insofar ss you are concerned, it is a tremendous relief
to you that the war is over, You can put on a smiling face and go
about your business as usual during wapr, but actually the fear in your
heart ever remains, Even my own beloved mother was constantly worrying
about ms although had I been killed she shouldn't have worried too much
because I have lived already a good portion of my legal life. Kolhers
don't count this though, they only say "this is my son" and no matter how
old the son may get the differential in age remains and the assogciation of
mother and son persisis = nothing, evidently, can change it =~ go I know
that although you and Wyman too were the smiling and good=-natured Taylors;
inside there exisled solely mother, father, and son,

I went to Manila the other day and took a look al your firm there -
the Atlantic Gulf and Pacific Dredging Company, I want to your offices
in town - which are really not in town =t all but part of the way into the
country, and then I went out to the Works themselves, Your so-called City
Office is nothing bul the downstairs of a building, which is a amall
residence domn 8 back lane of the miin highway, It i{s hard to locate there,
and although I knew exactly where it was supposed to be, I ran up and down
the Street two or three times before I could even locate the sign and the
police nearby had never heard of the place,




I encountered & secrotary (I think he said he was the assistant secro-
tary) but his nams I have forgottens He is a little, thinefaced, relatively
mattractive man but tried to be a pleasant fellow, I took him in my car
with me and went out to the Works where I eaw Mr. Boni, i, Boni was
pleasant and affable =- told me that he had been three years in a Japanese
prison cazp, but looked well and hardy except for one eye which secemed to
be somewhat crossed. The grounds of your place have a grest deal of residue
left by the Japansse, who evidently used the plant to a degree, and you have
profited samewhat by this because there is a considerable amount of pig iron

and other scrap metal there, In fact I should that there was a t
many tong of 1€ around the ﬁuildings stacked tosgy depth of abo:t 3 fest,

A good part of it seemed to be rods similar to those used in re-enforced
conerete,

The bulldings are, I would say, about 30 percent of what they were
originally and the whole place doesn't look to be very ready to do very
muech, A considerable amount of work will be necessary io repair the
buildings and 10 otherwise get the place ship=-shaps for large operations.

Your factory was operating wilh a very limited force who seemed to

be do all right. Your big melting furnace was complevely out of
eoam%gfon, ha g'been mdagso byl%ga Japanese, butmg%e o%yyour smaller

melting furnaces seemed to be all right, It appeared to me as if you
eould do a reascnable amount of small foundry work but I don't think that
anything large c¢ould be attempted now without suitable melting furnaces,
The pattern makers were working frantically and all of ithem scemed busy,

Your machine shop seemed in fair sh:pe but only a part of it was in
operation. I was told that the Japanese had removed a considerable

nupber of your machire tools. o other pesrts of the City of Manila and
that they were looking for them now, The remainder of your machinery
appeared old and not too well kept up and the indications were that they
were badly worn so that accurate results would be doubiful,

Your structual shop seemed fairly busy and Lhey were doing a lot of
minor work for the Ammye. Al the time I wes in there, they were endeavor-

ins by heat, to straighten out scme big girders which had been assigned
to thems Your structual shop shouldn't recuire too much to make it fully

ship=shape,.
Your Earine Railway has been completely demolished by the Japanese,

When I was in the plant, Mr. Boni sald there were about 200 workmen
suployed and I will say this for them « they all seemed reasonably busy,
¥hile I was there I met an Army officer from somewhere around your area,
with the engineers, who was looking over some work there, This
officer was a reserve captain of engineers who, in peacetims, was connect-
od with the 6&ty Gas and Eleciric, '

Cecrfic




12 September 1945.

The relationihips between everyone thers, from what I saw, vere excellent,

Manila is in terrible shape, I can't imagine any place being more
devastated in its important areas, than is Vanila., After having seen the
devastation wrought in town - and a8 a matter of information your offices
and shops on the waterfront have been completely demolished — I would say
that you ars fortunate that your plant is located where it is, Compared
to the reeat of the City, it is im pretity good shape. You require new
roofing in part, a good clean up around the place, certain new machinsry
and a sourece of power which, at present, is hsavily lacking,

There i» an encrmous amount of work to be done in Manila and I haven't
any doubt bat that your firm should be able to do its fair share, They told
me in the area, and this wasn't told ms by your omm employees, that your
firm was one of the biggest out there before the war, and had an excellent
repvtation for the quality of its workmanship,

So much for that, If I can look up anything more for you on this
subject I %11l do so if I return to Manila but I cannot guarantee, of courss,
that I will be back there very soon glthough the chance is that I mey be.

I den't like to £111 this letter with so much talk about your erks
because I understand that vour president, !r, Gomez or soms such name, is
back in the States, However, with 21l respect to ‘r, Comez, it is often
possible for the representative to exaggerate in one way or another his
difficulties or his successes, I dontt know }r, Gomeg and I don't know
what he has said and so I have expanded a little here for your inside

inforzation,

I shall be interestea to hear from you relative to what you are plane
ning to do with your young son. Is Wyman planning to remain in this great
‘organization of ours or is he planning to go out into the wiclied worid
like Sir Galfahad and pit his kncwledge and experience against the lions of
the field? Th.atever he does I know will be done well,

~ With warmest personal regards to rou and to big Wyman and again
expressing congratulations on the ond of the war and on the safe return
heme of your son I am, ag ever

Your old friend,

Re e BATES,
Cormodore, U,S. Navy,

¥rs, yman Taylor
129 Giiford Road
'Piedmont, California.




MOYOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIPIC FLEST
Office of the Cemmander

14 September 1945

Coxmandsr T, G, Warfield
Motor Turpsdo Boat Squadrons Training Center
Rewport (Melville), Rhods Island,

Dear Warfield:

I have received your recent letters with great interest and had not the
war ended, I am sure your future letters would have besn equally interesting
and helpful to us here,

However with the war at an end, the FT Fleet, except for the few which
will probably be retained, will be decommissioned and further information

from this source will be lacking,

I have been highly interested in the multifold activities which your

organization seems to embrace and if I am in doubt, Walsh generally can
explain it, Your assignment had the earmarks, therefore, of deing extremely

interesting and important and I congratulate you that you were chosen for
that asasignment. Your lstters to me indicate that you well understand your

With relation to the questions which you sent me in your lstter of
21 August, I am inclined at present to coamant as follows:

(a) I think that in the futwre it will not be nscessary to

give pre-FT training to anyons excepting motor machinist's
a8 w.

suffer from claustrophobis,

-l-




Contimed advanced training is not necsssary for efficers
erdered to metor torpede boats,

Familiarisation training is not necessary but is advisasble,

I thoroughly concur with your recommendations on the subject
of fitness reports. I personally believe that it might be
well in ths selection of squadron commanders to:

[- %
(a) Fominate g group of available officers to
the Bureau and let the Burean ch on the
record, or : *

“ {b) Have the Bureau nominate from the records
and then let Melvills indicate service
opinion to the Bureau in the cases of those
nominated. Then lst the Bureau choose, Howe
ever Malville should have the right to nom=
inate anyons whom service opinion indicates

is worthy.

(£) Thoroughly conour with your (£). However the question cctovtho
zake

is to selest the personnsl as instructors or students is
importanes. The foress in combat should have & right to

rescomendations.
I hepe that you have received my Aloha message to the FT Fleet and that
it mst with your approval. Out here I have had many expressions of
from other commands and PT offieere have asked me to eign a sopy for them,

I haven't had mish to do with the war as a PT Commander, so I can ap-
preciste the work of those who did,

Best to you,
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